
Rondebosch Cricket Club development: Full statement by club chairman Simon 

Foxcroft 

After 12 years of discussion, negotiation with the neighbours, the City council and 

various other parties - including the local school, Rosebank Junior, Rawson were in a 

position to make a firm offer to Marist War Memorial Club t/a Rondebosch Sports 

Club for the purchase of land on what was the Rondebosch Sports fields and 

clubhouse. 

This would be a unique undertaking and possibly the first of its kind in the country in 

that the developer Rawson would develop a cricket oval, bowling green and sports 

pavilion within the grounds of a secure housing estate. 

The first sods were turned in February 2017 which saw the old cricket clubhouse, the 

main memorial clubhouse - built in 1949 - and most of the old Poplar trees (possibly 

planted around the same time) being demolished to make way for new roads, 

services and foundations for the houses and new club house. 

At first the civil works seemed to take forever but by June 2017 the development, 

including the boundary wall, had been installed. 

By September 2017 the foundations for the new sports pavilion (as also a small bowls 

pavilion) had been completed. 

During this period the cricket oval had been cut up for a new irrigation system and 

the rumours were rife that the Cape would soon be experience a water shortage 

and so the development of a self-sustainable water system was discussed. 

With the new irrigation system came a complete new six-track cricket pitch as the 

main cricket oval had to move to accommodate the new houses and complex. All 

new turf wickets (both ovals and nets) were laid in April 2017 and are currently 

playable. 

A decision was taken in November 2017 to install a de-ironising plant with 100 000 

litre tank capacity which would take the entire complex off the grid as far as 

greywater was concerned as the water crisis had now become a reality. 

By November/December 2017 the cricket pavilion had progressed to ground floor 

level and most of the civil’s work had been completed and at last the whole estate 

was starting to take shape. 

After the Christmas break the 2018 new year started slowly with very little visual 

development taking place except for the completion of the new entrance and 

guard house and the conversion of the storage area behind the entrance which 

was turned into a showroom for Rawson. 

By March 2018 we saw an accelerated development of the clubhouse to first floor 

level. The bowls pavilion up to roof height and phase 1 of the housing development 

up to first floor level.  

With the development now in May 2018 the houses in phase one are due to get their 

rooves shortly, the clubhouse has its roof on and is now at a stage where the internal 



walls will soon be in and the final layout. We hope to see a completed clubhouse 

early in August 2018. 

The bowls pavilion is nearing completion and should be ready for occupation during 

June 2018, however due to the water crisis the bowling green will only be laid in 

September 2018 and should be ready for play during March 2019. 

The main cricket oval outfield is currently being laser levelled and should be grassed 

by July 2018, ready for play early in January 2019 at the start of the second half of 

the cricket season.    


