
Draft tobacco bill sets off serious alarm bells in SA vaping 

industry 

Smokers will be left in the dark about effective smoking cessation tools 

 

The SA Department of Health recently released its Draft Tobacco Bill for public 

comment. Whilst this Bill is mainly targeted at smokers of tobacco-based products, it 

has set off serious alarm bells in the vaping industry which is based on offering a 

healthier alternative to smokers. 

The proposed Control of Tobacco Products and Electronic Delivery Systems Bill will, 

amongst other things, limit the information that retailers can give to customers about 

tobacco alternatives in South Africa, and would therefore stop many smokers from 

considering the switch that could save their life. 

Jarrod Bischoff, founder of www.vapesandtobacco.com, a South African online 

reseller and distributor of both vape and tobacco products, has implored 

government to work with vaping industry leaders to come up with a better solution 

to the issue. 

The Draft Bill proposes several changes which are aimed at reducing local smoking 

rates. The most alarming for vaping advocates is that tobacco products will not be 

able to be displayed for sale, a regulation that not only entails hiding the products 

from customers’ sight but also requires that all cigarette packaging is plain. This also 

means that retailers of safer alternatives would not be able to market their products 

as such, hence leaving smokers in the dark about proven effective smoking 

cessation tools. 



The new Draft Bill focuses on: 

• The removal of any public displays of cigarettes by retailers 

• A ban on outdoor smoking in most public places 

• A zero-tolerance policy on indoor smoking in public places. This includes 

smoking in designated smoking areas in cafes and restaurants 

• The removal of all advertising on cigarette packaging, aside from brand 

name and warning signs. 

The language of the Draft Bill extends the definition of smoking to include electronic 

delivery systems (e-cigarettes) and heat-not-burn tobacco products, and includes 

any devices used in connection with tobacco products and electronic delivery 

systems, such as pipes, water pipes and electronic devices. 

 

The Vapour Product Association of South Africa has voiced its concern at this 

inclusion to the Bill. At a recent vaping media round table, the co-founders of The 

Africa Harm Reduction Alliance (AHRA), Dr Delon Human and Dr Kgosi Letlape, 

argued that “vaping and e-cigarettes have the potential to prevent tobacco-

related disease and save hundreds of millions of lives from premature death. For the 

sake of population and individual health, it is imperative that vaping is recognised as 

an alternative to combustible tobacco products, within the broader context of 

tobacco harm reduction.” 

Dr Human says the government wants to treat e-cigarettes in the same way that 

tobacco products are treated, falsely conflating vaping with smoking tobacco and, 

equally falsely, attributing the rise in the vaping industry to tobacco companies. 

Bischoff points out that NHS England has also used the same evidenced based 

approach when legislating healthier alternatives.  



“Not only have they encouraged these new technologies to play their part in the 

fight against tobacco but are now even offering e-cigarettes on prescription as a 

treatment to stop smoking. They further state that two out of three people who used 

e-cigarettes in combination with the ‘NHS stop smoking service’ quit smoking 

successfully,” he says. 

The jury is out as to what line the government will eventually take, but if everything 

stays as it is, the new Draft Bill could kill the vaping industry in SA. 

 

• Has vaping changed your life? Is this a subject that you feel strongly 

about? If so, please go visit the Vapour Product Association website and 

make your voice heard by filling in your testimony at 

www.vpasa.org.za/index.php/save-vaping/ 
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