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1. PURPOSE 

 
1.1 The purpose of this memo is to keep all the club cricket delegates of the Western Province 

Cricket Association (”WPCA”) informed (information sharing) on all cricket matters during 
the national lock down period.   

 
 

2. COVID-19 UPDATE  
 

2.1 The Covid-19 pandemic the world faces now is an unprecedented event for our generation. 
To this end, the WPCA has been very proactive and continues to be on a mission to flatten 
the curve for our province and our country.  

 
 

2.2 Workplace    
 

2.2.1 About a week prior to the national lockdown announced by our President, Mr. 
Ramaphosa, the WPCA decided to place the stadium and its offices on lockdown and 
all staff to work remotely. A Covid-19 task team was established to follow all 
government news and updates on the pandemic and assess its impact on our business 
and all our valued stakeholders.  
 

2.2.2 Cricket SA (“CSA”) has been good during this time in communicating and engaging 
members regarding three pillars namely, “Return to Train”, “Return to Play”, and 
“Return to Work”. 3-month forecast periods have been adopted to assist CSA and the 
WPCA to navigate this process.  As this is not a unique experience to our province only, 
we have started collaborating with fellow affiliates to best design policies and 
processes, assess the impact of the pandemic on cricket and our businesses and 
effective responses to address these.  

 
 

2.3 Compliance 
 

2.3.1 As can be imagined, a time such as this requires compliance to several requirements 
from government and all other applicable authoritative bodies.  

 
To this response:  
 

 Four WPCA staff members (including 3 from management) attended an online 
course, “Covid-19 Workplace Preparedness, Health, Safety and Claims 
Management Course” presented by the SA Labour Guide on 4th & 5th May 2020.  

 WPCA has appointed a Covid-19 Manager to manage this process as required by 
the Occupational Health and Safety regulations.  
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 A Covid-19 Compliance Officer and a Health and Safety Committee is in the 
process of being appointed per the regulation requirements (All these appointments 
are WPCA staff). 

 Detailed risk and control measures assessment per department of the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic done and communicated with CSA. 

 There are numerous Government Regulations to comply with prior to the WPCA 
staff returning to the stadium, as well as thereafter. This process has commenced, 
and we will comply with Government regulations which is imperative for the safety 
of all. This process will be ongoing. 
   

 
2.4 Stakeholder Management 

 
2.4.1 During both the Covid-19 time we find ourselves in, and the economic challenges in our 

country, stakeholder management is key. At this stage, no stakeholders should be 
excluded, and includes our clubs.  
 

2.4.2 We have had regular engagements with our current portfolio of sponsors from the last 
financial period to do our utmost best to retain these relationships for the season ahead.  

 
2.4.3 We intend communicating as regularly as possible with our clubs in this time as well. 

The frequency of communication is at times restricted to the government 
communications concerning the level the province finds itself in. Currently, the Western 
Cape seems to be leading the numbers in positive cases and new positive cases and 
we understand this will play an important role in the province returning to train, play and 
work.  

 
2.4.4 Our players are engaged often by our coaches and strength and conditioning 

personnel. Several of our players have received conditioning programs so that when we 
do return to play, the loss of conditioning time would have been limited.  

 
   

3. Promotion and Relegation/ Arbitration 
 

3.1 WPCA, as approved by its board, have applied by-law 6 to the 2019/2020 season which 
was curtailed due to the ongoing pandemic currently faced by all. Four (4) clubs have 
lodged dissatisfaction with the bylaw and its interpretation and requested the bylaw to be 
relooked at.  
 

3.2 An official response has been sent from WPCA to the respective clubs and the clubs now 
have a right to send the matter to arbitration. That being said, along with the pending 
premier league arbitration case, this process unfortunately would have to run its course 
before finalization of the 2019/20 club cricket logs. We once again thank clubs for their 
patience, and we request further patience in terms of finalising these matters.   
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4. City of Cape Town 
 

4.1 We remain sensitive to the fact the COCT must be inundated in dealing with the pandemic 
in the Western Cape, however we have officially requested for an update on the tender 
process for pitch and maintenance contracts which was due to be concluded by June 2020. 
We have yet to receive a response and we will keep clubs informed as we receive more 
information. 

 
 

5. 2020/21 Season Preparation 
 

5.1 Planning for the 2020/2021 cricket season has started and it will have to be a very flexible 
plan to make provision for all possibilities during this uncertain time. WPCA have been 
engaging with CSA in plotting the way forward and debating the most effective and 
practical solutions to resume club cricket across the country based on the implications 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Once CSA has firmed up its proposal and plans, our 
club cricket committee will meet and deliberate, and then we will engage with our clubs 
accordingly. 

 
 

6. Cricket South Africa Matters 
 

6.1 A meeting was held with CSA on the geo-political alignment of cricketing provinces. There 
is still quite a bit of work that needs to be done for this process to be completed. 
 

6.2 There is a CSA Members Council meeting scheduled for Saturday, 16 May 2020.  
 
 

7. Newlands Cricket Ground Development   
 

7.1 National government has been petitioned and we hope to resume construction on the 
Newlands site in due course. 

 
 
Best regards,  
 
 
 
Tennyson Jacques Botes      Adv. Nic Kock 
Interim Chief Executive Officer     WPCA President 
 


